o b ' ' .T o '
ISSN 3007-3820 (Print) | 3007-3812 (Online) L7 JU/ < J/L[:A’ U;
(January-June) 2025, 3:1 (23-38) (Vo b 2— SiR)

P

"a%

g g

0 \ Mohi-ud-Din Journal of Islamic Studies (MJIS)

f‘)

QL7 e B3I a7 LA
Orientalist Writings Related to the Muslim Era in the Subcontinent:
An Analytical Study

Dr. Muhammad Riaz Mahmood @ & Dr. Muhammad Irfan Ahmad b

4 Associate Professor, Department of Islamic Thought, History & Culture
,Allama Igbal Open University, Islamabad

b Dar ul “Uloom Hagania Faroogia , Thikerian Sharif ,Gujrat,Punjab
Corresponding author’s email: riaz.mahmood@aiou.edu.pk

ABSTRACT

This research paper aims to critically analyze the Orientalist
historiography of the Muslim period in the Indian Subcontinent,
focusing on the writings of prominent European scholars such as Sir
William Jones, Henry M. Elliot, Stanley Lane-Poole, and Sir Jadunath
Sarkar. It explores how their interpretations and methodologies
shaped the understanding of Indo-Islamic history within the broader
context of colonial discourse. The study investigates the underlying
motives, implicit biases, and methodological limitations of these
historians, highlighting how colonial perspectives often influenced
their portrayal of Muslim rule. It further examines the lasting impact of
Orientalist narratives on subsequent Western and South Asian
historical writings and the perception of Islamic governance and
culture. Through a critical and comparative approach, the paper
identifies both the intellectual contributions and the distortions within
Orientalist scholarship. Ultimately, it emphasizes the necessity of
decolonizing historical discourse by incorporating indigenous
perspectives, local sources, and balanced interpretations, thereby
fostering a more nuanced, authentic, and inclusive reconstruction of
South Asian history.
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30, Guha, Ranajit, ed,Subaltern Studies: Writings on South Asian (History and
Society,1982), 14.
3, For Detail: Majumdar, R.C, H.C. Raychaudhuri, and Kalikinkar Datta,An

Advanced History of India, 1946), 1149
Habib, Irfan,The Agrarian System of Mughal India, 1556-1707. 1963), 3.
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